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STAY HOME REQ UIREMENTS 

Colorado Washington Texas  

Statewide Denver Statewide Seattle  Dallas County Harris County Austin 

□ Effective through April 11, 2020, all 
Coloradans must stay home, except to perform 
necessary activities. 

□ All travel, except for necessary travel is 
prohibited.  

□ People who are sick or at high risk of severe 
illness from COVID-19 are urged to stay in 
their residence at all times.  Individuals 
experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 must 
self-isolate until their symptoms cease or until 
they have a negative test result. 

 

□ Effective through April 10, 2020 (at 5pm), all 
individuals in the City and County of Denver to 
stay at their place of residence, to maintain social 
distance of at least 6-feet when outside of their 
residence and to only leave their residences for 
essential activities, essential governmental 
functions or to operate essential businesses.  
 

□ All travel is prohibited, except for essential travel 
and essential activities. Public transit may be used 
only for purposes of performing essential 
activities, operating essential businesses, 
performing minimum basic operations or 
maintaining essential governmental functions (and 

in compliance with social distancing 
requirements).  

Effective through April 6, 2020 (unless 
extended) 
 

□ All people in Washington State are 
prohibited from leaving their home or 
place of residence, except to conduct 
or participate in essential activities, 
and/or employment in providing 
essential business services.  

□ Guidance provides that retail and service operators 
should:  

 Encourage staff (who can) to telework 
 Consider measures to achieve social distancing 

such as spacing workers at worksites, 
staggering work schedules, decreasing social 

contacts (limit in-person meetings), breaks 
must accommodate distancing and reducing the 
capacity of customers. 

 Strive for flexible leave policies for staff who 
need to stay home due to school/childcare 
dismissals. 

 Place posters/signage that encourage staying 
home when sick, cough and sneeze etiquette 
and hand hygiene. 

 Provide disposable wipes for frequently used 
surfaces. 

Effective through April 3, 2020, 

□ Individuals residing within 
Dallas County are ordered to 
shelter at their place of residence, 
except for essential activities, to 
provide essential government 

functions or to operate essential 
businesses. 

Effective through April 3, 2020:  

□ All individuals residing in Harris 
County are ordered to stay at their 
place of residence, except for 
essential activities, to provide or 
perform essential governmental 

functions or to operate essential 
businesses. 

□ All individuals using shared or 
outdoor spaces, must at all times 
as reasonably as possible, maintain 
social distancing of at least 6 feet.  

Effective until April 13, 2020 

□ All individuals who reside within the 
City of Austin must shelter at their 
place of residence, except to perform 
essential activities, to perform work in 
or obtain services from an essential 

business, essential government service, 
or in critical infrastructure, or to engage 
in essential travel or minimum basic 
operations. 

□ COVID-19 positive individuals, 
suspected positives, those being tested 
and household members are prohibited 
from leaving their residence without a 

surgical or similar mask, in accordance 
with guidelines.   

□ All travel is prohibited, except for  
purposes of essential travel, performing 
essential activities or going to work in 
an essential business, government 
facility, or critical infrastructure. 

People riding on public transit must 
comply with social distancing 
requirements.  
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EXEMPT ACTIVITIES FROM STAY HOME REQ UIREMENTS 

Colorado Washington Texas 

Statewide Denver Statewide Seattle  Dallas County Harris County Austin 

□ Effective through April 11, 2020, 
Coloradans may leave their homes to 
conduct necessary activities, provided they 
comply with social distancing 
requirements. 
 

□ Necessary activities include: 
(i) Engaging in activities or performing 

tasks essential to their health and 
safety, or to the health and safety of 
their family, household members, pets 
and livestock (e.g., obtaining medical 
supplies, walking your dog, feeding 
barnyard animals, obtaining durable 

medical equipment, obtaining 
medication, visiting a healthcare 
professional, or obtaining supplies to 
need to work from home); 

(ii) Obtaining necessary services or 
supplies (e.g., food, pet supply, other 
household consumer products, and 
products or equipment necessary to 
maintain the safety, sanitation, and 
essential operation of a residence); 

(iii) Engaging in outdoor activity; 
(iv) Performing work providing essential 

products and services for a critical 
business or critical government 
function; and 

(v) Caring for family member, a vulnerable 

person or pet in another household, or 
livestock. 

 
□ State parks will remain open to the public 

to engage in walking, hiking, biking, 
running and similar outdoor activities but 
all playgrounds, picnic areas, other similar 
areas conducive to public gathering, and 
attended areas shall be closed.  
 

□ Necessary travel includes travel for:  
(i) providing or accessing necessary 

activities, minimum basic operations, 
critical government functions and 
critical businesses;  

(ii) receiving materials for distance 
learning, receiving meals and other 
related services from educational 
institutions;  

□ Individuals may leave their homes if they 
are engaged in essential travel, provided 
they comply with social distancing 
requirements.  
 

□ Exempt essential travel includes, travel: 
(i) related to the provision of or access to 

essential activities, essential 
governmental functions, essential 
businesses, or minimum basic 
operations; 

(ii) to care for elderly, minors, dependents, 
persons with disabilities, or other 
vulnerable persons; 

(iii) to or from educational institutions for 
purposes of receiving materials for 
distance learning, for receiving meals, 
and any other related services; 

(iv) to return to a place of residence from 
outside the jurisdiction; or 

(v) required by law enforcement or court 
order. 

Effective through April 6, 2020 (unless 
extended): 
 
□ Residents may leave home to participate 

in essential activities, which include: 
  
(i) obtaining necessary supplies and 

services for family or household 
members and pets, such as groceries, 
food, and supplies for household 
consumption; 

(ii) engaging in activities essential for 
the health and safety of family, 
household members and pets; 

(iii) caring for a family member, friend 
or pet in another household or 
residence, and to transport a family 
member, friend or their pet for 
essential health and safety activities, 
and to obtain necessary supplies; or 

(iv) engaging in outdoor exercise 
activities, subject to appropriate 
social distancing.  

 
□ Residents may leave their homes as 

needed (i) to maintain continuity of 
operations of essential critical 
infrastructure sectors and additional 
sectors designated by the State Public 
Health Officer, or (ii) to carry out 

minimum basic operations for a non-
essential business. 
 

□ Residents may leave a home that is 
unsafe or becomes unsafe. 

N/A Effective through April 3, 2020: 
 
□ Individuals may leave their homes to: (i) 

engage in activities or performing tasks 
essential to the health and safety of 
themselves, family or household members; 
(ii) obtain necessary services or supplies, or 
delivering such services or supplies; and 
(iii) care for a family member or pet in 
another household. 

 
□ Individuals may leave their homes to 

perform essential government functions or to 
operate or provide services to essential 

businesses. 
 
□ Individuals may engage in outdoor 

activities, provided they heed social 
distancing requirements. 

Effective through April 3, 2020:  
 
□ Individuals living within Harris County 

may leave their residence (i) for essential 
activities, (ii) to provide or perform 
essential governmental functions, or (iii) to 
operate essential businesses. See Exempt 
businesses – “Harris County” for examples 
of essential government functions and 
essential businesses.  
 

□ Individuals may leave their residence to 
perform any of the following exempt 
essential activities: 

(i) to engage in activities or performing 
tasks essential to their health and 
safety, or to the health and safety of 
their family or household members 
(e.g., obtaining medical supplies or 
medication, visiting a healthcare 
professional, or obtaining supplies 
needed to work from home); 

(ii) to obtain necessary services or 
supplies for themselves and their 
family or household members, or to 
deliver those services or supplies to 
others; 

(iii) to engage in outdoor activity, 
provided the individuals comply 
with social distancing requirements 

of 6 feet; 
(iv) to perform work providing essential 

products and services at an essential 
business or to carry out specifically 
permitted activities; or 

(v) to care for a family member or pet 
in another household. 

 
□ If someone in a household has tested 

positive for COVID-19, all residents of the 
household are ordered to isolate at home 
until cleared by a public health authority or 
medical provider. 

 

□ Residents may leave their residence to 
perform the following essential activities:  
(i) performing tasks essential to the 

health and safety of themselves, 
their family, household members  or 
pets, or to work for or obtain 
services at any healthcare 
operations; 

(ii) to obtain necessary supplies and 
services (e.g., groceries, food, pet 
supplies/food, supplies needed to 
work from home); 

(iii) to engage in outdoor activity, in 
compliance with social distancing 

requirements; 
(iv) to perform work providing essential 

products and services at an essential 
business, government service, or 
critical infrastructure, to carry out 
minimum basic operations, or other 
permissible activities; or 

(v) to care for a family member or pet 
in another household.   

 
□ Examples of essential travel includes, 

subject to compliance with social 
distancing requirements, travel 
(i) to the provide or access essential 

activities, essential governmental 
functions, essential businesses, critical 

infrastructure, or minimum basic 
operations; 

(ii) to care for vulnerable persons (e.g., 
elderly, minors, dependents, persons 
with disabilities); 

(iii) to or from educational institutions 
to receive distance learning materials, 
meals, or related services; 

(iv) returning from or to a place of 
residence from outside the jurisdiction 
(e.g., returning home from closing 
university); 

(v) required by law enforcement or court 
order; 

(vi) by Clergy/church staff to 
produce remote religious service, etc.; 

(vii) for non-residents to return to 
their place of residence outside the 
Austin  
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(iii) returning to a place of residence from 
outside the jurisdiction;  

(iv) travel required by law enforcement; and  

(v) non-residents returning to their place of 
residence.  

 
□ People may use public transit, subject to 

social distancing requirements, only for 
the purpose of performing necessary 
activities, to travel to and from work to 
operate a critical business or to maintain 
critical government functions.  
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PUBLIC GATHERINGS RESTRICTIONS 

Colorado Washington Texas 

Statewide Denver Statewide Seattle Dallas County Harris County Austin 

□ All public and private gatherings of any 

number of people occurring outside a 
residence are prohibited, except for 
essential activities or limited purposes 
exempted in the Order. Gathering of 
members living in the same residence is 
not prohibited.  

□ Public and private gatherings of any 

number of people occurring outside 
a single household or living unit are 
prohibited. 

□ Effective through April 6, 2020 (unless 

extended), prohibits all public and 
private gatherings and multi-person 
activities for social, spiritual and 
recreational purposes, regardless of the 
number of people involved, other than 
activities involving individuals who are 
part of a single household or residential 
living unit.  

□ All gatherings of 50 or more people are 

prohibited until further notice.  

□ All events with fewer than 50 people 
are discouraged and prohibited unless 
organizers observe prevention 
measures. 

□ Effective through April 3, 2020, all public and 

private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or living 
unit are prohibited. 

□ Effective through April 3, 2020, all public or 

private gatherings of any number of people 
occurring outside a single household or living 
unit are prohibited, except that individuals may 
go to public parks and open outdoor recreation 
areas. Note: Public playgrounds are closed.   

□ All public and private gatherings of any number 

of people occurring outside a single household or 
dwelling unit are prohibited, other than the 
gathering of members of a household or dwelling 
unit.  
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BUSINESS RESTRICTIONS 

Colorado Washington Texas 

Statewide Denver Statewide Seattle Dallas County Harris County Austin 

□ All businesses, other than those qualified 
as a critical business, must close 
temporarily, except as necessary to 
engage in minimum basic operations, 
subject to compliance with social 
distancing requirements.  
 

□ Minimum basic operations means the 

minimum necessary activities to: 
(i) Maintain the value of the business’s 

inventory, ensure security, process 
payroll and employee benefits, or for 
related functions; or  

(ii) Facilitate employees of the business 
being able to continue to work 
remotely from their residences. 

 
□ Critical business must comply with 

social distancing requirements at all 
times and implement tele-work or other 
strategies, such as staggered schedules or 
re-designing workplaces, to create more 
distance between workers unless doing 
so would make it impossible to carry out 

critical functions.  
 

□ Examples of closings: all bars, 
restaurants, theaters, gymnasiums, fitness 
and exercise gyms and similar facilities, 
casinos, non-essential personal services 
facilities (includes, but are not limited to, 
hair or nail salons, spas, tattoos and 
massage parlors) and horse track and off-
track betting facilities are ordered to 
close. However, bars, taverns, brew 
pubs, distillery pubs, restaurants, 
gymnasiums theaters and casinos may 
offer food and beverage using delivery 
service, window service, walk-up 

service, drive-thru or drive-up service 
only. In offering food or beverage orders, 
such places may permit up to 5 members 

□ All businesses must cease all activities 
(other than employees working from 
home), except for minimum basic 
operations. 
 

□ Minimum basic operations means:  
 

(i) The  minimum  necessary  activities  

to  maintain  the  value  of  the  
business’s inventory, ensure security, 
process payroll and employee 
benefits, or for related functions. 

(ii) The minimum necessary activities to 
facilitate employees of the business 
being able to continue to work 
remotely from their residences. 

(iii) The minimum necessary activities to 
facilitate employees of the business 
being able to continue filling online 
product orders and to process 
customer orders remotely. 

 
□ Examples of closings: all restaurants, food 

courts, cafes, coffee houses, and  other 

places of public accommodation offering 
food or beverage for on-premises 
consumption, bars taverns, brew pubs, 
breweries, microbreweries, distillery pubs, 
wineries, tasting rooms, special licensees, 
clubs and other places of public 
accommodation offering alcoholic 
beverages for on-premises consumption, 
cigar bars, gymnasiums, movie and 
performance theatres, opera houses, 
concert halls and musical halls, and non-
essential personal services facilities 
(includes, but are not limited to, hair or 
nail salons, spas, tattoos and massage 
parlors), with the exception of takeout and 
delivery service. In offering food or 

beverage orders, businesses may permit up 
to 5 members of the public at one time to 

□ Effective through April 8, 2020 (unless 
extended), prohibits the operation of 
non-essential businesses, except for the 
performance of minimum basic 
operations.  
 

□ Minimum basic operations means:  
 

Such minimum activities necessary to 
maintain the value of the inventory, 
preserve the condition of the physical 
plant and equipment, ensure security, 
process payroll and employee 
benefits, facilitate employees of the 
business being able to continue to 
work remotely from their residences, 
and related functions.  

□ All essential businesses are encouraged 
to stay open, but must establish and 
implement social distancing and 
sanitation measures established by the 
U.S. Department of Labor or the 
Washington State Department of Health 
Guidelines.  

Effective through March 31, 2020 (or later if 
determined),  
 
□ All bars, dance clubs, fitness and health 

clubs, movie theaters, nightclubs and other 
social and recreational establishments must 
be closed.  

□ Dining room services of all restaurants and 

food service establishments are prohibited, 
allows drive-thru, take-out and delivery 
services, subject to adherence to the 
COVID-19 Public Health- Seattle and 
King County Guidance for retail 
businesses and service operators (the 
“ COVID-19 Guidance”).  

Effective through April 3, 2020: 
 
□ All businesses operating within Dallas 

County, except essential businesses, are 
required to cease all activities at facilities 
located within Dallas County. 
 

□ Businesses may continue operations 

involving employees or contractors 
performing activities at their own residences.  

 
  

Effective through April 3, 2020: 
 
□ All businesses operating within Harris 

County, except essential businesses, are 
required to cease all activities at facilities 
located within the County. Businesses may 
continue operations consisting exclusively of 
employees or contractors performing 
activities at their own residences.  

 
□ All essential businesses must comply with 

Harris County social distancing guidelines, 
including maintaining 6-foot social 
distancing.    

 
□ Examples of closings: gyms, fitness centers, 

swimming pools, other similar sport or 
recreational facilities, hair and nail salons, 
spas, massage businesses, tattoo parlors, 
concert halls, theaters, stadiums, game 
rooms, flea markets, indoor shopping centers 
and bingo halls must close, restaurants, bars, 
micro-breweries, micro-distilleries, wineries 
or other establishments that serve food 

(except for take-out, delivery or drive-thru 
service). 
 

□ All businesses or operations with a facility 
in the City of Austin, except for essential 
businesses and essential government 
functions, must cease all activities at 
facilities located within Austin, except for 
minimum basic operations. 
  

□ Minimum basic operations means: 

 
(i) The minimum necessary activities to 

maintain the value of the business’s 
inventory, ensure security, process 
payroll and employee benefits or for 
related functions; or  

(ii) The minimum necessary activities to 
facilitate employees of the business 
being able to continue to work remotely 
from their residences,  

in each case subject to social distancing 
requirements.  

 
□ All businesses may continue operations 

consisting exclusively of employees or 
contractors performing activities at their own 

residence.  
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BUSINESS RESTRICTIONS 

Colorado Washington Texas 

Statewide Denver Statewide Seattle Dallas County Harris County Austin 

of the public at one time to pick up food 
or beverage orders so long as the 
individuals are at least 6 feet apart from 
one another.   

 

pick up food or beverage orders so long as 
the individuals are at least 6 feet apart 
from one another.   
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EXEMPTS BUSINESSES, SECTORS, OPERATIONS, AND/OR SERVICES FROM BUSINESS RESTRICTIONS 

Colorado Washington Texas 

Statewide Denver Statewide Seattle Dallas County Harris County Austin 

□ Exempt critical businesses include: 

 Healthcare Operations (i.e. hospitals, 
clinics, medical and dental care, research 
and lab services, home healthcare, 

pharmacies, pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology companies, behavioral health 
care providers, veterinary care and livestock 
services, nursing homes, residential health 
care, or congregate care facilities, medical 
supplies and equipment manufacturers and 
providers, and blood banks); 

 Critical Infrastructure (i.e. utilities and 

electricity, road and railways, oil and gas 
extraction, production, refining, storage, 
transport and distribution, public water and 
wastewater, telecommunications and data 
centers, transportation and infrastructure 
necessary to support authorized businesses, 
hotels and places of accommodation, 
businesses and organizations that provide 
food, shelter, social services, and other 
necessities of life for needy individuals, 
food and plant cultivation, any business that 
produces products critical or incidental to 
the construction or operation of the 
categories of products included in this 
subsection); 

 Critical Manufacturing (i.e. food 
processing, manufacturing agents, 
chemicals, computers and computer 
components, medical equipment, 
components used in any medical device, 
supplies or instruments, pharmaceuticals, 
sanitary products, telecommunications, 
microelectronics/semiconductor, 
agriculture/farms, household paper 
products, any business that produces 

products critical or incidental to the 
processing, functioning, development, 
manufacture, packaging, or delivery of any 
of the categories of products included in this 
subsection, any manufacturing necessary to 
support the Critical Infrastructure outlined 
above); 

□ Exempt essential businesses include: 
 

 Healthcare Operations, Essential Infrastructure 
and Essential Governmental Functions; 

 Grocery stores, certified farmers’  markets, 
farm and produce stands, supermarkets, food 
banks, convenience stores, and other 
establishments engaged in the retail sale of 
fresh meat, poultry, etc. and other household 

consumer products;  
  Food and shelter cultivation;  
 Businesses that provide food, shelter and social 

services and other services for the needy; 
 Newspapers, television, radio and other media 

services;  
 Gas stations and auto-supply, auto repair and 

related facilities;  
 Banks and related financial institutions;  
 Hardware stores;  
 Plumbers, electricians, exterminators and other 

service providers who provide services 
necessary to maintain safety, sanitation and 
essential operation of residences, Essential 
Activities and Essential Businesses;  

 Mailing and shipping services;  
 Educational institutions (providing distance 

learning or performing essential functions);  
 Laundromats, dry cleaners or laundry service; 
 Restaurants and other facilities that serve and 

prepare food (for delivery, takeout and drive-
thru). Such restaurants and facilities at airlines 
may provide on-site dining but must comply 
with social distancing requirements; 

 Schools and other entities that provide free 
food services; 

 Businesses providing products needed for 
people to work from home (e.g., technology 
suppliers)’ 

 Businesses that provide support or supplies 
necessary for the operation of an essential 
business; 

 Grocery, food, goods or services delivery 

business;  
 Licensed medical marijuana stores; 
 Private transportation providers; 
 Home-based care for seniors, adults or 

children, only if the care provider (1) lives in 

□ Exempt businesses include: 
 

 Businesses consisting exclusively of 
employees or contractors performing 
business activities at their home or 
residence, and who do not engage in in-
person contact with clients.  

 Single owner businesses with no in-
person, on-site interaction 

 Restaurants and food services providing 
delivery or take-out services, subject to 
proper social distancing and sanitation 

measures 
 

□ Exempt essential critical infrastructure 
includes the following sectors: 

 Healthcare/Public Health 
 Emergency Services (i.e. law 

enforcement, public safety, first 
responders and public works) 

 Food and agriculture 
 Energy, including electricity, 

petroleum workers, natural and 
propane gas workers. 

 Water and wastewater 
 Transportation and logistics 
 Communications and information 

technology 

 Community-based government 
operations  

 Critical manufacturing, including 
primary metals manufacturing, 
machinery manufacturing, 
electrical equipment, appliance and 
component manufacturing, and 
transportation equipment 
manufacturing products 

 Hazardous materials 
 Financial services 
 Chemical, including basic 

chemicals, specialty chemicals, 
agricultural chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, and consumer 
products 

 Defense industrial base, providing 
products and services that are 

□ All other retail, including banks, grocery 
stores, hardware stores and pharmacies, 
should and may remain open provided they 
observe the COVID-19 prevention measures 
and COVID-19 Guidance.  

□ Exempt essential businesses include 
(but are not limited to) the 16 federal 
critical infrastructure sectors outlined 
by the federal Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency 
(“ CISA”): 

 
 Chemical Sector; 
 Commercial Facilities Sector; 
 Communications Sector (includes 

voice services; terrestrial, 
satellite, and wireless 

transmission services; and 
satellite, wireless and wireline 
providers); 

 Critical Manufacturing Sector 
(includes primary metals 
manufacturing; machinery 
manufacturing; electrical 
equipment, appliance, and 
component manufacturing; and 
transportation equipment 
manufacturing); 

 Dams Sector; 
 Defense Industrial Base Sector; 
 Emergency Services Sector 

(includes law enforcement, fire 
and rescue services, emergency 

medical services, emergency 
management, and public works); 

 Energy Sector (includes 
electricity, oil and gas sourcing, 
production and supply); 

 Financial Services Sector 
(includes depository institutions, 
providers of investment products, 
insurance companies, other credit 
and financing organizations, and 
the providers of the critical 
financial utilities and services that 
support these functions); 

 Food and Agriculture Sector 
(includes farms, restaurants, food 
manufacturers, processors, and 
storage facilities); 

 Government Facilities Sector; 

Effective through April 3, 2020: 
 
□ Exempt essential businesses include: 
 Work necessary to operate and 

maintain the 16 critical 
infrastructure sectors outlined by 
CISA. See Business Restrictions – 
“ Dallas County” for list of the 16 
federal infrastructure sectors; 

 Essential government functions 
(services provided by local 
governments and municipalities in 

Harris County needed to provide 
for the health, safety and welfare 
of the public, including law 
enforcement, jail operations and 
other services; 

 Essential City of Houston 
government functions (i.e. services 
that the Mayor of Houston 
determines to be essential 
government functions); 

 Essential healthcare operations 
(includes hospitals, clinics, 
dentists, pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
companies, other healthcare 
facilities, healthcare suppliers, 

mental health providers, substance 
abuse service providers, blood 
banks, medical research, laboratory 
services, any related and/or 
ancillary healthcare services, 
home- and residential-based care 
for seniors, adults or children, and 
veterinary care and health and 
welfare services provided to 
animals;  

 Essential retail (includes food 
producers and service providers, 
such as grocery store, warehouse 
stores, furniture suppliers, big box 
stores, bodegas, liquor stores, gas 
stations and convenience stores, 
farmers’  markets that sell food 

products and household staples; 
food cultivation; food production; 

□ Essential businesses, essential 
government services and critical 
infrastructure are strongly encouraged 
to remain open, especially those that 
provide the basic necessities of food, 
water and shelter.  
 

□ Exempt essential businesses include:  
 Healthcare Operations (including 

caregivers, hospital and laboratory 
personnel, and pharmacy 
employees, including hospitals, 

clinics, dentists, pharmacies, 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
companies, other healthcare 
facilities, healthcare suppliers, home 
healthcare services providers, 
mental health providers, and related 
retail sales or any related and/or 
ancillary healthcare services as well 
as veterinary care); 

 Critical infrastructure; 
 Stores that sell groceries and other 

essential supplies 
 Food cultivation; 
 Businesses providing food, shelter,  

and social  services,  and  other  
necessities  for economically 

disadvantaged or needy individuals; 
 News media; 
 Gas stations, automobile 

dealerships, auto-manufacturing and 
assembly, auto-supply, auto repair, 
and related facilities; 

 Financial institutions;  
 Hardware and supply stores; 
 Critical trades (e.g., plumbers, 

electricians, exterminators, service 
providers who provide services that 
are necessary to maintain safety, 
sanitation, and essential operation of 
essential businesses, essential 
government functions, or critical 
infrastructure, including utilities 

such as electricity, gas, water and 
wastewater, and other public 
works); 
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 Critical Retail (i.e. grocery stores, farm and 
produce stands, gas stations and 
convenience stores, restaurants and bars (for 
take-out/delivery only), marijuana 
dispensary (only for the sale of medical 
marijuana or curbside delivery), hardware, 
farm supply, building material stores, 
establishments engaged in the retail sale of 
food and other household consumer 
products (such as cleaning and personal care 
products), firearms stores, and 
establishments engaged in the sale of 
products that support working from home); 

 Critical Services (i.e. trash, compost, 
recycling, etc., mail and shipping services, 
building cleaning and maintenance, child 
care (subject to specific restrictions), auto 
supply and repair, warehouse distribution 
and fulfillment, funeral homes, 
crematoriums and cemeteries, storage for 
critical business, animal shelters, zoos, etc.); 

 News media; 

 Financial Institutions; 

 Providers of basic necessities to the 
economically disadvantaged; 

 Construction; 

 Defense (defense, security, intelligence-
related operations, aerospace operations, 
military operations and personnel, and 

defense suppliers); 

 Critical Services to maintain safety, 
sanitation, critical operations of residences 
and Critical Businesses (i.e. law 
enforcement, fire prevention, building code 
enforcement, security,  emergency 
management and response, building 
cleaners or janitors, general maintenance, 

automotive repair, disinfection and snow 
removal);  

 Vendors that provide critical services or 
products (i.e., logistics, technology support 

the residence, (2) administers medical care, or 
(3) provides care to allow the parent or 
guardian to perform an Essential Government 
Function or work for an Essential Business; 

 Residential establishments and facilities;  
 Necessary professional services (legal, 

insurance, accounting, tax preparation) for 
compliance with legally mandated activities;  

 Faith-based establishments (although 
encouraged to use online platform or smaller 
services); and 

 Childcare facilities to enable exempted 
employees to work, subject to mandatory 

conditions. 
 

□ Exempt Healthcare Operations include:  
 
 Hospitals, clinics and walk-in health facilities, 

medical care and dental care (excluding elective 
procedures); 

 Research and laboratory services; 
 Medical whole sale and distribution; 
 Home healthcare companies, workers and aides 
 Pharmacies, pharmaceutical and biotechnology 

companies; 
 Behavioral healthcare providers; 
 Nursing homes, residential health care or 

congregate healthcare facilities; 

 Medical supplies and equipment manufacturers 
and providers; and 

 Veterinary care, livestock services, all health 
services provided to animals, animal shelters and 
pet boarding services. 

 
□ Exempt essential infrastructure includes: 

 
 Utilities, including power generation, fuel 

supply, and transmission;  
 Water, sewer, gas, and electrical services;  
 Public works construction; 
 Construction of housing; 
 Government construction for public 

infrastructure and facilities; 
 Construction necessary to support or maintain 

the operation of any Essential Business; 
 Skilled trades such as electricians and 

plumbers; 

essential to mobilize, deploy, and 
sustain military operations 

 
 

□ Washington State website lists the 
following as currently open: grocery stores, 
pharmacies, gas stations, food supply chains 
and other places necessary for continued 
operations will remain open, although any 
sit-down food or beverage service within 
these facilities is prohibited.  

 Healthcare and Public Health 
Sector; 

 Information Technology Sector 
(includes the production and 
provision of hardware, software, 
and information technology 
systems and services, and the 
Internet); 

 Nuclear Reactors, Materials, and 
Waste Sector; 

 Transportation Systems Sector 
(includes aviation, highway and 
motor carriers, maritime 

transportation, mass transit and 
passenger rail, pipeline systems, 
freight rail, postal and shipping); 
and 

 Water and Wastewater Systems 
Sector. 

 
□ Other exempt essential businesses 

include: 
 
 Essential healthcare operations; 
 Essential government functions; 
 Essential retail (including food 

service providers, grocery stores, 
liquor stores, gas stations, 

convenience stores, farmers’  
markets, businesses that ship and 
deliver groceries and supplies, 
restaurants and other facilities that 
prepare food (only for delivery or 
carry-out), laundromats, dry 
cleaners, auto-supply, auto and 
bicycle repair, hardware stores, 
businesses that supply products 
needed to work from home); 

 Providers of basic necessities to 
economically disadvantaged 
populations; 

 Essential services needed to 
maintain essential operations of 
residences and other essential 
businesses (including trash and 

recycling collection, mail and 
shipping services, building 

businesses that ship or deliver 
food, goods or services directly to 
residences, restaurants and other 
facilities that prepare or serve 
delivery, drive-thru or carry-out; 
schools and other entities that 
typically provide free services to 
students or members (on pick-up 
or takeaway basis); laundromats, 
dry cleaners and laundry services; 
gas stations, auto supply, auto and 
bicycle repair, hardware stores and 
related facilities, and businesses 

supplying products needed for 
people to work from home;  

 Providers of basic necessities to 
the economically disadvantaged;  

 Essential services necessary to 
maintain essential operations of 
business (including trash and 
recycling collection, processing 
and disposal, mail and shipping 
services, building cleaning, 
maintenance and security, 
warehouse/distribution and 
fulfillment, storage for essential 
businesses, plumbers, electricians, 
exterminators, yard and 
maintenance crews, janitorial staff, 

legal or accounting services when 
necessary to assist in compliance 
with legally mandated activities, 
other businesses that support 
Essential Businesses or provide 
them with utilities to operate or to 
maintain their safety, sanitation 
and essential operations, an 
caregivers providing services to 
seniors and disabled individuals); 

 News media; 
 Childcare and adult care services 

that enable exempted employees to 
work; 

 Infrastructure, development, 
operation and construction (e.g., 

public works construction and 
other construction, manufacturing, 

 Mailing and shipping services; 
 Laundry services; 
 Restaurants for consumption off 

premises; 
 Free food services for students or 

members of the public – pick-up 
only;  

 Businesses that supply products 
needed for people to work from 
home;  

 Businesses that support or provide 
supplies or components necessary to 
operate essential businesses, critical 

infrastructure and essential 
government functions; 

 Food delivery services; 
 Transportation necessary for the 

performance of essential activities, 
essential businesses, critical 
infrastructure, essential government 
functions or essential travel; 

 Home-based care for seniors, adults 
and children; 

 residential facilities and shelters; 
 Professional services such as legal, 

accounting, insurances and real 
estate services necessary to assist in 
compliance with legally mandated 
activities or to further essential 

businesses, essential government 
functions, or critical infrastructure; 

 IT services and their essential 
services vendors; 

 Moving services; 
 Funeral services, subject to social 

distancing; 
 Educational institutions to facilitate 

distance learning, perform critical 
research or other essential functions; 
and  

 Childcare facilities that enable 
exempted individuals to work as 
permitted, subject to certain 
mandatory conditions.  
 

□ Essential government functions are all 
services needed to ensure the 
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for online and telephone services, childcare 
programs and services, government owned 
or leased buildings); and 

 Critical government functions. 

□ Critical government functions include:  
 Public safety, emergency response, judicial 

branch operations (including attorneys if 
necessary for ongoing trials and required 
court appearances, unless appearances can 

be done remotely);  
 Emergency medical; 
 Designated emergency shelters; 
 communications (such as main hubs for 

telephone, broadcasting equipment for 
cable systems, satellite dish systems, 
cellular systems, television, radio and other 
emergency warning systems);  

 Public utility plant facilities for generation 
and distribution;  

 Transportation necessary for necessary 
activities; 

 Transportation infrastructure (aviation 
control towers, air traffic control centers, 
and emergency equipment aircraft 
hangars), critical road construction and 
maintenance;  

 Critical road construction and maintenance; 
 Hazardous material safety, services to at-

risk populations; and  
 Government service required for public 

safety.  

□ Essential services that will remain operational 
include: 

 Grocery stores, gas stations, pharmacies, 
police stations, fire stations, hospitals, 
clinics and healthcare operations, 
garbage/sanitation, public transportation, 
and public benefits hotlines. 

 Other related firms and professionals who 
provide services necessary to maintain the 
safety, sanitation, and essential operation of 
residences; 

 Airport operations; 
 Oil refining, oil and gas operations; 
 Roads and highways; 
 Public transportation; solid waste collection and 

removal; 
 Internet and telecommunications systems, 

including the provision of essential; 
 Global, national, and local infrastructure for 

computing services, business; and 

 Infrastructure, communications, and web-based 
services.  

 
□ Exempt essential governmental functions include: 

 
 Public safety personnel  
 Law enforcement, fire prevention and response  
 Building code enforcement  
 Security personnel, emergency management and 

response  
 Emergency dispatchers, public and environmental 

health functions  
 Court personnel 
 Military personnel  
 Colorado State Legislature 

 Colorado state, county, and municipal courts 
 Denver City Council 
 Other Denver City boards, commissions, and quasi-

judicial proceedings 

cleaning, maintenance and 
security, warehouse/distribution 
and fulfillment, service providers 
who provide services necessary to 
maintain safety and sanitation 
(such as plumbers and 
electricians), professional service 
providers (such as legal and 
accounting services) when 
necessary to assist in compliance 
with legally mandated activities, 
and businesses that supply other 
essential businesses with support 

or supplies needed to operate); 
 News media; and 
 Childcare services. 

 
Although there are no general 
exemption procedures outlined, any 
manufacturer who retools so that a 
substantial part of their business is for 
the purpose of manufacturing and 
producing ventilators may apply for an 
essential business exemption. 

maintenance or repair, water, 
sewer, guess, electrical, roads and 
highways, public transportation, 
internet and telecommunications 
systems);  

 Businesses related to the operation, 
maintenance, construction and 
manufacture of transportation 
services; 

 Critical labor union functions, 
including the maintenance of 
health and welfare funds and 
checking on the well-being and 

safety of members; 
 Activities of the National 

Aeronautics and Space 
Administration and the Port of 
Houston. 

 Airport and airline activities, 
operations, maintenance and 
repairs, and the hotels that serve 
essential businesses. 

 Professional services, such as legal 
or accounting services, insurances 
services, and “ real estate services” 
when necessary to assist in 
compliance with legally mandated 
activities or to further essential 
businesses, essential government 

functions, or critical infrastructure. 
 

□ Any manufacturer who retools so that 
a substantial part of their business is 
for the purpose of manufacturing and 
producing ventilators, personal 
protective equipment, or other medical 
supplies and equipment necessary for 
the COVID-19 response may apply for 
an “ essential business” exemption 
under this Order. Any industry or 
business that is not an essential 
business may apply for an exemption. 

continuing operation of the 
government agencies and provide for 
the health, safety and welfare of the 
public and all agencies that provide for 
the health, safety and welfare of the 
public. Each governmental body shall 
determine its essential government 
functions and identify employees 
and/or contractors necessary to 
perform those functions. 
 

□ Examples of essential government 

functions/services include: 
 
 Police department, fire department 

and emergency medical services 
personnel, other law enforcement;  

 Court and child welfare personnel, 
military personnel;  

 Personnel working for companies 
who perform under contract to 
provide materials and services to 
the Department of Defense, or who 
perform work under contract to 
state or federal governmental 
entities and are required under state 
or federal law to remain open;  

 Housing and other personnel 

working for or to support essential 
businesses or critical infrastructure. 

 
□ Industries identified as essential 

critical infrastructure by CISA may 
continue their operations, in 
accordance with CDC workforce and 
consumer protection guidance. See 
Business Restrictions – “Dallas 
County” for list of the 16 federal 
infrastructure sectors. 
 

□ Critical Infrastructure is all public and 
private facilities and assets, including 
both physical and cyber systems, and 

other functions and sectors vital to the 
security, governance, public health, 
safety, and economic continuity of the 
City of Austin. 
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□ Examples of critical infrastructure 

include: 
 Banking and financial institutions; 
 Transit and transit facilities; 
 Power, water, telecommunications, 

natural gas and public utilities; 
 Critical manufacturing; 
 Auto and vehicle parts 

manufacturing and assembly plants;  
 Technology manufacturing 

companies; 

 Information and communications; 
 Emergency services; 
 Public health and medical services; 
 Fire and law enforcement; 
 Public works; 
 Agriculture and food; 
 Airport facilities and operations; 
 Sanitation services; 
 City government buildings or 

facilities; 
 Construction; and 
 Personnel and industries identified 

by CISA. 
 
Employers are strongly encouraged to 
require employees (either those 

exhibiting symptoms or all employees) 
to undergo non-invasive temperature 
readings prior to entering a Critical 
Infrastructure facility; however, 
employers are not mandated to take the 
temperature of employees prior to 
entrance to its facility. 
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PENALTIES 

Colorado Washington Texas 

Statewide Denver Statewide Seattle Dallas County Harris County Austin 

□ Failure to comply with business 
restrictions is subject to the penalties 
contained in sections 25-1-114, C.R.S. 
including a fine of up to one thousand 
($1,000) dollars and imprisonment in the 
county jail for up to one year. 

□ Failure to comply with the stay home 
requirements may result in a civil 
penalty of up to $999 per violation. 
Denver may pursue one or more civil, 
criminal, and administrative actions, 
fees, fines, sentences, penalties, 
judgments and remedies.   

□ Violators of may be subject to criminal 
penalties pursuant to RCW 
43.06.220(5).  

□ King County will not be actively 
searching for violations 

□ No formal guidance is yet available on liabilities 
for violations, but press statements indicate that 
the order would be punishable by fine or jail time. 
The Texas Governor also noted that violation of 
statewide social distancing guidelines could result 
in up to a $1,000 fine, up to 180 days in jail, 
and/or mandatory quarantine. 

□ Failure to comply with this Order is an offense 
punishable by a fine that does not exceed 
$1,000.00 or confinement in jail for a term that 
does not exceed 180 days. 

□ Peace officers, City of Austin Code Department 
inspectors, and the Office of the Austin Fire 
Marshal are authorized to enforce the Stay Home 
Order. Persons who violate the Order violate 
Austin City Code section 2-6-24. A violation of 
this order may be punishable through criminal or 
civil enforcement. A violation is a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 and/or 
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 
days. A violation of the Order may be enforced 
by the filing of a probable cause affidavit alleging 
the criminal violation with the appropriate court 

or by issuing a citation to the person violating, 
that contains written notice of the time and place 
the person must appear before a magistrate of this 
state, the name and address of the person 
charged, and the offense charged. 

 


